
Fox Valley Turning Points 
The Birth of the Paper Valley  

Activity #1 
Appleton: Perfect for Paper 

 
Read the excerpt from the 1879 Illustrated Annual Review entitled “Paper and Pulp 
Mills.” 
 
1)  What three reasons does the author give for Appleton being a perfect place for paper 
manufacturing? 
 
 
 
 
 
2)  What words does the author use to compare the papermaking industry in Appleton to 
that of other cities? 
 
 
 
 
 
3)  Use your knowledge about contemporary Appleton to judge whether or not the author 
was correct in his predictions for the industry. 
 
 
 
 
 
4)  The papermaking industry has been and continues to be very important for the entire 
Fox Valley’s economy.  It provides many jobs, and has brought new people and much 
money to the area.  Can you think of some possible negative effects of having so many 
paper manufacturing plants along the Fox River?  Do you think the people of 1879 
Appleton knew of these negative effects? 
 
 
 
 
 
5)  What are some ways the community can address the negative effects you listed 
above? 
 
 
 
 
 



6)  Read the excerpt once again.  Create a poster “recruiting” paper factories to the area.  
You will want your poster to advertise the reasons why Appleton is a perfect location for 
manufacturing paper. 


