Fox Valley Turning Points
World War 11
Activity #3: Keeping In Touch

“V-Mail” helped soldiers stay in touch with their friends and family back home. V-Mail
forms provided an efficient, low-cost way to maintain family ties. One side of the form
included instructions and a space for the address. The other side allowed space for the
body of the letter. When a soldier completed his letter it was sent to England to be
censored and microfilmed. Censors crossed out information revealing the soldier’s
position and weaponry or the timing of attacks. Transferring the letter to microfilm
meant that it would take up less space and weigh less for transport. After reaching the
U.S. the microfilmed letters were printed and sent to their destinations.

Study the V- Mall sent to Don Schwandt by his cousin H.A. Stacker, who served as a
clerk in the 9 Air Force.

1) For what occasion was the V-Mail sent?

2) From what location was the V-Mail apparently sent?

3) Was this V-Mail checked by censors? How can you tell?

4) The drawing made on the V-Mail seems to reveal soldiers’ feelings regarding the
censorship of correspondence between soldiers and their families. What commentary do
you think H.A. Stacker is trying to make by sending this drawing?



5) If you were Don Schwandt, what information would you be interested in receiving
from your cousin and why?

6) If you were H.A. Stacker, what would you want to read about in your family’s letters
to you? Why?

Take a moment to write a note to an Outagamie County World War 11 Veteran. Perhaps
you could thank them for their service and for protecting the freedoms you enjoy today.
Use the included V-Mail stationary. You may wish to mail your letter to the Wisconsin
Veterans Home at King, Wisconsin so that the Veterans there can enjoy them. The
address is:

Wisconsin Veterans Home at King N2665 County Road QQ King, WI 54946-0600



Print the' complete address

in plain block letters in the panel below, and your return address in the space
ark

; provided. Use typewriter, d ink, or pencil. Write plainly. Yery small writing is not suitable.
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