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Photo # 7 Questions 
 

List some of the different kitchen utensils and appliances 
that are pictured in this photograph. 
 
Does the kitchen have indoor running water? 
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Photo # 7 Answers 
 

Utensils and appliances pictured: 
·  Cast iron wood burning stove and oven (you can see 

the oven door on the front of the stove) 
·  The top right hand corner of the stove was called the 

reservoir.  It was used to heat water for cooking, 
laundry, and washing dishes. 

·  Tea kettle and pots 
·  Wash basins hanging under the sink 
·  Tin ladles, spoons, and a strainer hanging from the 

shelf above the sink. 
 
The kitchen probably does have running water since there 
are two faucets pictured.  However, there is still a pump by 
the sink.  Rainwater might have been collected in a cistern 
in the attic.  The pump would have pulled water down into 
the kitchen.  This system was used until indoor plumbing 

was installed in homes.
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Photo # 7:  1913 Kitchen 
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 Photo # 8 Questions 
 

This is a photograph of a planing mill?  Can you tell what a 
planing mill is from this photo? 
 
How did the logs arrive at the mill? 
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Photo # 8 Answers 
 

A planing mill cut wood into same-sized boards, such as 
2x4s.  They also made wooden architectural frames or 
decorations for buildings.  The men standing in the 
doorways are all holding wooden frames for windows.  The 
shape and the style of the frames suggest that they are 
probably for a church. 
 
Originally, the logs would have been floated down the river 
to the mill.  After the railroad reached Neenah, it would 
have replaced the river as the main means of moving logs. 
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Photo # 8:  Neenah Planing Mill 
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 Photo # 9 Questions 
 

Who are the two people in the picture? 
 
Where was this picture taken? 
 
List some of the products that can be found in the store. 
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Photo # 9 Answers 
 

The people in the photo are probably the store clerks.  
Working in a store as a clerk would have been an 
acceptable job for a woman at the turn-of-the-century. 
 
This photo was taken in 1901 at Wichman Brothers 
Grocery, which was located at 228 E. College Ave.  By the 
late 19th century, grocery and other specialty stores would 
have replaced the general store that would have been 
common when the Fox River Valley was first settled. 
 
Some of the products that can be seen in the photo are: 

·  Apples 
·  Potatoes 
·  Canned fruits and vegetables 
·  Jams and jellies 

Notice that you don’ t see any meat in the picture.  Meat 
would have been purchased from the butcher’s shop, which 
was probably also located on College Avenue.  Things like 
flour, sugar, cornmeal and coffee would also have been 
sold at the grocery store even though they are not visible in 
this picture. 
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Photo # 9:  Wichman Brothers Grocery Store.  Collections of the Outagamie County Historical Society, 
1988.72.428. 


