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Photo # 3 Questions 
 

Why do you think Miss Tenney posed for this photo with a 
bike? 
 
Does she look like she was ready to go riding? 
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Photo # 3 Answers 
 

This photo from the 1890s shows Miss Anna L. Tenney of 
Appleton.  America’s first bicycle craze took place during 
the 1890s.  Young Americans, such as Miss Tenney, liked 
the freedom the bicycle gave them.  While bicycles were 
not cheap, a person did not have to be rich to afford one of 
the new safety models.  The “Safety Bicycle” had two 
nearly equal-sized wheels with the pedals in between them, 
like our bicycles of today.  It was much easier to ride than 
the high-wheeled bicycles it replaced. 
 
Miss Tenney is wearing the type of riding clothes that 
women of the 1890s commonly wore.  It was not 
considered proper for women to wear pants or to wear 
skirts shorter than this one.  Notice the bicycle’s dropped 
frame and skirt guard on the rear wheel which made it 
easier to ride while wearing a long skirt.   
 
At this time, many people thought that it was not lady-like 
for young women to ride bicycles alone.  As bicycling 
became more popular, women joined bicycle clubs so they 
could go riding in groups. 



© 2007 Outagamie County Historical Society 
3 

 
 

Photo # 3: Miss Anna L. Tenny of Appleton and her bicycle.   
Collections of the Outagamie County Historical Society, P79.15.576.0, N1482. 
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Photo # 4 Questions 
 

What were these children doing? 
 
Why were these children dressed this way? 
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Photo # 4 Answers 
 

This fifth grade class from Appleton’s Fifth Ward School 
was posed for their school picture.  Notice the teacher, Miss 
Carrie Whitman, standing to the left.  When this photo was 
taken, school life was much different than today. 
 
At this time, Appleton’s city schools had different rooms 
for different grades.  In country areas, though, there was 
often only a one-room school.  In these country schools, all 
the grades (from 1st to 12th) were in a single room with a 
single teacher. 
 
The clothes the children are wearing were common for the 
1890s.  Notice the large frilly collars on some of the boys.  
These types of shirt collars were normal for boys.  The 
boys also wore short pants called “knickers”, with long 
stockings and high-button shoes.  The girls always wore 
dresses with pinafores, or aprons over the top.  They too 
wore long stockings with high-button shoes.  Each child 
would have been wearing his or her best clothes for the 
school picture. 
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Photo # 4: 5th Grade Class at Appleton’s 5th Ward School.  Collections of the Outagamie County Historical 
Society, 1988.72.943. 


