Photos# 1 and 2 Questions

L ook at these two photos of College Avenue, one from the
1890s and one from the 1920s.

What has changed during thirty years? What has stayed the
same?
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Photos# 1 and 2 Answers

The height and the style of the buildings have not changed.
Many of the buildings in these two pictures were built in
the 1870s and 1880s and haven’t changed since. The
downtown/College Ave. of Appleton was the business
district. Y ou can see that some of the businesses have
stayed the same, while others -- like the theater -- are new.

The types of transportation people used to reach the
downtown have changed. During the 1890s, people walked
or took the street car. The electric street car system was
built in Appleton in 1886. It cost anickel toride. At this
time, the average factory or mill worker made about 50
centsaday. They could not afford to ride the street car
often. Farm families would have come into town by horse
and wagon. By the 1920s, cars were common. Note the
parking spaces that appeared along the street.
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Photo # 1: 1890s College Avenue. Collections of the Outagamie County Historical Society, M83-2-28-4
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Photo # 2: 1920s College Avenue. Collections of the Outagamie County Historical Society, 1988.72.416.
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