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Appletonôs Sesquicentennial 
 

2007 is Appletonôs 150
th
 birthday, or sesquicentennial.  The city was officially 

incorporated in 1857 though people lived in this area long before that.  Though there are 

time capsules buried in Appleton, it does not appear that one was buried in 1857 to be 

opened in 2007 for the sesquicentennial celebration.  However, we can imagine what 

Appleton residents might have placed in a time capsule had they made one a hundred and 

fifty years ago. 

 

The following are pictures of items that represent life in the mid-1800s.  They are objects 

from the Outagamie County Historical Societyôs collection.  It is important to remember 

that items may not be from the year 1857 itself, but nevertheless show us what life in and 

around that year would have been like in the Fox Valley.  Study the photos of the objects 

and read the descriptions that go along with them to find out more about life in the area in 

the 1850s. 
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 Collections of the Outagamie County Historical Society, 2004.022.029.  This doll is 

from the 1850s or early 1860s.  Few girls on the frontier owned an expensive, store-

bought doll like this one.  However, the doll does show us the style of dress that was 

common at the time.  Her head, arms, and legs are porcelain, and children would have 

had to be very careful when playing with her so that she did not break. 
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