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4th grade and up �  60 minutes 

Discover why we’re called the “Paper Valley!” See machinery used in the 
paper industry, handle screens (or paper machine “clothing”) used to make 
a variety of paper products, and try hands-on papermaking in our replica of 
an 18th-Century papershop.  

"

	#�$%&��'
	����	�

�

��
	
���� �!����(�����
���
2nd grade and up �  30 minutes per group of 10 students  

Make paper the old-fashioned way in our replica of an 18th-Century paper 
shop. Learn how paper was invented and hand-dip a sheet of cotton rag 
paper.  

"

	#�$%&��'
	����	�

�

�
�&)&�&��
������ ��
�� �
2nd grade and up �  45 minutes per group of 15 students 

Escape to The History Museum for a docent-led tour of our hands-on 
A.K.A. Houdini exhibit. Learn about Houdini’s connection to Appleton, 
his performance career, and his tricks of the trade. Become problem-
solvers as you explore the solutions to some of Houdini’s tricks and 
create some magic of your own! Check out the accompanying on-line 
curriculum at www.myhistorymuseum.org.  
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� are offered for groups of 10 or more children 
Mondays-Fridays 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. If possible, please make 
reservations four weeks in advance of the desired visit date.  
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for an additional 25¢ to 50¢ per student.   

Call for details. 
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Sports & Spirit Tour  
Second grade and up �  45 minutes per group of 15 students 
 
From Little League to tavern leagues, individual athletes to teams, 
players to fans, Sports & Spirit will highlight how organized sports 
create and strengthen community ties. Stories and objects from the 
late 1800s through today are included in the exhibit.  
Cost: $3.50/student 

  
 
Sports & Spirit opens on May 21, 2009; the Sports & Spirit tour will be available September 1, 2009. 
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Self-Guided Tour of Appleton  is available free from our website’s Teacher’s Resources page.  It pro-
vides about twenty possible places to visit, as well as a information about each.  Though there are plans 
to modify content to a 2-4 grade level when funding becomes available,  at the moment the information 
must be adapted, and itinerary planned, by the classroom teacher. 

Self-Guided Museum Visits are welcome year-round during our regular open hours: Tuesday-Saturday 
10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Thursdays 10:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m., and Sundays 12:00-4:00 p.m.  A self-guided tour 
of the museum typically lasts 60-90 minutes.  

Reduced rates are offered for groups of 10 or more with advance reservations. To reserve a date and 
time for a self-guided visit, call (920)735-9370, ext. 104. A reservation form must be completed for all 
tour groups. 
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We encourage  teachers to preview the exhibits to make 
sure they are comfortable with and prepared for the content.  
Our admission fee will be waived for teachers who wish to 
preview an exhibit. 
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rare example of an elegant Greek Revival house built when 
Wisconsin was America’s frontier. The Grignon family’s history 
and the house itself provide an opportunity for your class to 
explore Wisconsin’s fur trade era and everyday life in the 
1800s.  

��������
���

Learn about the Grignon family, their elegant home, and everyday life on the Wisconsin frontier. Tours 
include a visit to the “Mansion in the Woods” exhibit, which shows how the Mansion was constructed.  

"
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· Costumed guides lead Grignon Mansion tours 
· Tours include hands-on experiences 
· Tours are adjusted to match students’ grade level  
· Allow 45 minutes for groups of 10-12, 1 hour for groups of 13-24, 1 1/2 

hours for groups of 25-48. Groups of 25 or more must choose an 
added craft activity (see below). 
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Make your students’ tour come alive by trying hands-on historic craft 
activities. Project options and additional fees are as follows:  

· Paper Dolls $1.50 per student 
· Bead Necklaces $2.00 per student 
· Thaumatrope (optical illusion toy) $1.00 per student 

 
 

 

The Charles A. Grignon Mansion is located at  
1313 Augustine St. in Kaukauna 
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� ���are held the first Wednesday and Thursday in May 
and October on the grounds of the historic Grignon Mansion. 
Each year approximately 3,600 students from the Fox Valley 
and surrounding communities participate in School Days! 
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2nd - 5th grade students �  half day program�

The Home and Harvest program focuses on a better 
understanding of the 19th century, highlighting home 
and harvest activities in Wisconsin from 1800–1860. 
Visiting students experience 20 different demonstra-
tions and activities, including spinning, candle dipping, 
butter making, quill writing, corn shelling, and  
19th-century games. 
 
"
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2nd - 5th grade students �  half day program�

The Fur Trade program focuses on a better understanding of fur trading activities in Wisconsin from 
1630-1850. Visiting students experience 20 varied demonstrations and activities such as: trading, orien-
teering, open-fire cooking, portaging, fur trade record-keeping, voyageur clothing, and American Indian 
games. 
 
"
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Fall School Days registration occurs the preceding Spring; similarly, Spring School Days registers the 
preceding Fall. Registration information can be found in the “Teacher Resources” section of our website, 
www.myhistorymuseum.org. To be added to the School Days mailing list for information and registration 
materials please contact Carolyn at (920) 735-9370 ext. 115 or email Carolyn@myhistorymuseum.org. 
 
 The Charles A. Grignon Mansion is not open for 

tours during the School Days program. 
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Check out our online offerings:  Fox Valley Turning Points This site 
offers scans of primary source documents and related lesson plans 
regarding 12 important turning points in the history of the Fox Valley.  
 
Curricula : Wisconsin Indians, AKA Houdini, Reading Between the 

Stitches, World War II, and Time Capsules curricula are available for FREE on The History Museum’s 
website: http://www.myhistorymuseum.org  by clicking on “Teachers’ Resources.” Published copies of 
our Wisconsin Indians curriculum (2nd-6th grades) are available FREE for teachers who wish to pick 
one up at The History Museum at the Castle (330 E. College Ave., Appleton). 
 
Virtual Exhibits for A.K.A. Houdini ,Call to Duty: Outagamie County in World War II ,  and Joseph 
McCarthy: A Modern Tragedy are available on The History Museum’s website: 
www.myhistorymuseum.org — click on “Teachers’ Resources.”   
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An experienced museum docent will come to your classroom to lead your students in a process of 
discovery about Wisconsin Native Peoples. We will bring a traveling trunk with reproduction items 
related to Woodland Indian culture, the Fur Trade, etc. for your students to explore. Your class may 
keep the trunk and accompanying curriculum for up to a month!  

"

	#�  $50.00 per classroom. Please ask about scholarships for classrooms that can document 
economic hardship.  
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Choose from A.K.A. Houdini, Time Capsules, Sowing Settlers, and a Reading Between the Stitches 
Quilt trunk. Each trunk contains videos, copies of historic photographs, books, and project ideas for       
in-classroom use.  
 
"

	#� Add 25¢ to your tour rate per student. Available two weeks before your visit to the Museum on a 
first-come, first-serve basis. Or, available for a flat fee of $25 plus postage for groups not visiting the mu-
seum. 
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#� One adult chaperone is required for every 10 students and is admitted free. Additional 
adults accompanying a youth tour receive a discounted admission rate of $4.00 per adult.  

Chaperones are responsible for helping students with self-guided activities, and ensuring that students 
behave properly so everyone (including other museum visitors) enjoys the visit.  

�!������9���
#� Please let us know if someone in your group needs special accommodations. The 
museum has an elevator, and its exhibits and restrooms are.  

The Grignon Mansion, because it was built in 1837, is not fully handicapped accessible. Tour scripts are 
available for the hearing impaired at both sites.  

�
����,����1���	�#� Our time slots fill up quickly each year, especially in our peak months of April and 
May. Please consider visiting during the fall and winter months, when more slots are available.  

9
	�#� Regular admission rates will apply if tour group size drops below 10. Regular rates are $3.50 for 
students and $7.50 for adults, plus any additional charges for guided tours or activities.   
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It’s easy to register your tour online. Visit the Teacher Resouces section of our website, 
www.myhistorymuseum.org.�Complete and send an online “Guided Tour Registration” form. 
 
�����

Print the tour reservation form for the site you’d like to visit off of the Teacher Resources page of our 
website, www.myhistorymuseum.org, and mail your completed registration form to:  

    The History Museum at the Castle 
    Attn: Lee Hribal 
    330 E. College Avenue 
    Appleton, WI  54911 

 �
���

Call (920)735-9370, ext. 104 to register by phone or if you have any questions about our tours or the 
registration process.  
 
3�;�

You can fax your completed registration form to us at (920)733-8636. 7��
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	���.
��
<��!������ to 
ensure your fax was received—call (920)735-9370 ext. 104.   
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