Tour of Historic Appleton and Vicinity

Dear Teacher: TheHistory Museum At the Castle (a division of the Outagamie County Historical
Society) invites you to use the information in thistour to inform your teaching. Please credit the
Outagamie County Historical Society if you take from the content or if you reproduce theimages. Also,
please do not reproducethe script of the tour without the permission of the Outagamie County Historical
Society. In order to request permission to reproduce thistour, please contact Jane Hedeen, Curator of
Education at The History Museum At the Castle, at 735-9370 ext. 115 or jane@myhistorymuseum.or g.
Pending funding, The History Museum will be developing a bustour as an offering for your classes. This
will involve modifying the content to a 2"%-4" grade level, cutting some of the sites, and developing
activitiesthat we could do at certain sites. For instance, we might play a historic game at one of the parks
to allow the children some*“ activetime” and reinforcethe site' shistory. The bustour would be
facilitated by a staff member of The History Museum At the Castle or by a trained volunteer and would
be offered at a nominal fee.

Columbus Elementary School, 913 N. Oneida St.

Columbus Elementary School was built in 1892 and is Appleton’s
oldest standing school. The building was given the name “Columbus’
due to the fact that 1892 was the 400" anniversary of Columbus’
arrival in America. Many institutions and buildings built in that year
shareits name. The Columbus school building replaced a smaller
school which stood on the site of the present playground. Initialy, the
school served a neighborhood made up mostly of German immigrants.

- The Hoffman Corporation of Appleton built the school in the Queen
Anne style which was popular at thetime. Note the steep peaked roof
and irregular, non-symmetrically placed windows and gables. The
gables are outlined in ornamental tinwork which is crowned with finials. The Bell Tower is built in the
Italianate style and features three Romanesque arches that have wrought iron fencing. The bell tower houses a
bell older than the school itself. It cameto the school from afire station that no longer planned to useit. The
bell tolled each morning to call children to school. When Columbus Elementary began using an electronic bell
system in the 1960s, it returned the bell to the Appleton Fire Department. When Columbus Elementary
celebrated its centennial in 1992, the Fire Department again presented the bell to the school. The bell is now
tolled only on special occasions by student representatives.

L og School House at Gordon Bubolz Nature Preserve

Thisbuilding isabit of an anachronism and an anomaly on our tour, because it is not truly a historic structure.
Meant to represent an American colonial school, it was constructed in 1976 as a Bicentennial project. Thelogs
are actually telephone poles. It originally stood at Franklin Elementary School but was moved to the Nature
Preserve sometime around 1998.

Theirony isthat there never was a* Colonial” school house in Outagamie County, since the settlement era
began in the 1830s and the colonial era had ended by that time. Early schools were, in many cases, held at the
home of one of the local families and taught by one of the pupil’s mothers until atown was officially organized,
a school superintendent selected, and a school tax levied. Then, the district school convened in a rented room or
alog cabin until aschool building could be erected. The earliest County schools were mission schools, like that
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taught by Electa Quinney at the Stockbridge mission in Kaukauna, or that taught by Father Vandenbroek at his

Little Chute mission to the Menominee.

Students in early schools learned the al phabet, reading, writing, and arithmetic. Other subjects were taught
based on the teacher’ s knowledge of or interest in them. Books were scarce, teachers possibly unqualified, and
attendance irregular. Historian Lillian Mackesy wrote a short history of education in Outagamie County which
isavailable in the History Museum archivesif you want more info.

Center Valley School House, W5704 Center Valley Rd.

Site of the WhiteHeron , Lutz Park

Built in 1887, this one room school was one of 10 schools
that at one time served the town of Center. All grades
were taught together here until 1958 when rural school
districts consolidated and one room country schools
became athing of the past.

The school has recently been restored to its 1940s
appearance by a group called the Friends of Center Valley
Grade School. They are planning to keep the schoolhouse
open indefinitely for field trips. Clark Schabo, who
attended the school for eight years beginning in 1949, is
their contact person and his phone number is 734-5073.

The marker in Lutz Park commemorates the White Heron
homestead of Hippolyte Grignon which was once located
nearby. Hippolyte Grignon, the brother of Charles A.
Grignon (of the Grignon Mansion in Kaukauna) was the
first white settler in what later became A ppleton (but was
originally called Grand Chute). Grignon brought his
family to the sitein 1835 — he, hiswife Lizette, and his
two children Simon (age 2 1/2) and Elinore walked from
Green Bay each carrying some of the family’s
possessions on his or her back, to settle at this spot. Just
west of the site of the marker, the family established alog
cabin and trading post. In 1845, Grignon added an
additional 107 acresto hisholdings. Almost everyone
traveling theriver, particularly trappers and traders,

would stop at the wilderness cabin for food or lodging before portaging the Grand Chute Rapids. The first mass
celebrated in the Appleton area was conducted by Florimond Bonduel, a Belgian Priest at the White Heron in

1848.

Later, during the era of river improvements (1850s-1870s), area surrounding the site of the White Heron
became known as a steamboat landing. The landing, the first in Appleton, was operated by Louis Lehmann,
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who also used the site to entertain picnickers and to sell ice. Lawrence Lutz eventually purchased theice
business from Lehman. In 1925, he offered five acres of land aong the river to the City for use as a camp
ground by visitors to the city. The city leased the property for $660 a year and recouped costs by charging 50-
75¢ per night for camping fees. When Lutz passed away, his children Orvil and Hazel gave the land to the city
in memory of their parents. The Army Corps of Engineers dredged a swimming lagoon in the park in 1939.

The Hearthstone, 625 W. Prospect
This residence was built by Appleton financier and
industrialist H.J. Rogers. Rogers, owner of a paper mill,
became interested in Edison’ s experiments with electricity. He
purchased the Edison patent-license rights for the Fox Valley
even before he had seen electrical power in action! He brought
aWestern Edison Light Company engineer to Appleton, built a
plant, and had two Edison Type “K” dynamosinstalled. One
generator was connected with the water wheels at Rogers
paper mill, while the other was connected with the home
Rogers was constructing at the time and had wired for
electricity. Thefirst attempt on September 27, 1882 failed to
produce el ectricity, but a second attempt three days later
caused the home and mill to light up “bright asday.” Thisis
the first homein the world to be lit by hydroelectricity.

The Oldest House Standing in Appleton, 515 W. Fifth St.

The house that we are passing on our right is the oldest
remaining house in Appleton. Built in 1851 by Elisha Morrow,
it originally stood at 720 E. John St., but was moved to this site
in 1935 in order to clear land for the expansion of Lawrence
University.

Note: According to atour written by Ann Kloehn and Frank

Rippl for Columbus Elementary School, there are potentially

two houses in the Columbus neighborhood that predate this one.

One would be at 813 N. Superior St. and they have dated it at

1850; | don’t have the address for the other one, but it may be

dated 1849. There was no information on either house in two
historic site inventories (one from 1978 and the other from 1989), and there would be no way to verify the dates
of the houses since there are no records for residences from that time, only for landowners.

Outagamie County Historical Society © 2007
Do not reproduce without the permission of the Outagamie County Historical Society.



The John Hart Whorton House, 315 W. Prospect Ave.
On our right, we will be passing the John Hart Whorton House.
It is one of my favorite homesin Appleton. Constructed around
1870, it isbuilt in the Italianate style. The Romanesgue style of
the windows is an important feature of Italianate houses. The
original owner of the house, Mr. Whorton, was an influential
Appleton businessman and owner of several lumber mills. He
helped to found the Central National Bank of Appleton and later
served asits president. Mr. Whorton was a so a trustee of
Lawrence University, was active in the Republican party, and
involved in the Methodist Church. The home is on the National
Register of Historic Places and is currently owned by aretired
Lawrence University professor.

Between the L ocks, 1004 Olde Oneida St.
Thisisthe site of Appleton’sfirst brewery. The
building was built by a Mr. Fischer in 1858. Fischer's
brewery did not last long, however, and George
Muench bought him out. Despite the fact that Appleton
had passed alaw in 1854 that was intended to ban
liquor, the law was weakly enforced. Brewerieslike the
George Muench Brewery continued to operate, and the
law was eventually repealed in 1865. Temperance
organizations continued to oppose breweries, taverns,
and bars, but by the end of the century, Muench owned
several plantsin Appleton, including one on the corner
of Walnut and Lawrence Sts. At some point in the
1890s or early 1900s, George Walter purchased
Muench'’s plants on Walnut and Lawrence and here.
The Walter Brewery produced Adler Braw beer. When
Prohibition took effect in 1920, the Walter Breweries had to be innovative in order to survive. They began to
manufacture ginger ale and root beer, but their business took a severe hit. Other owners of the building have
included the Haugs, Frank Fries (the Appleton Brewing and Malting Co. which also produced Adler Brau), and
the Verifine dairy. The building was renovated in 1977 to become a shopping center.
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Fox River Improvements, the Flats

River improvements were an important factor in the
growth of Appleton and the Fox Cities. Effortsto
improve the river by building a system of canals, locks,
and dams began in 1846, even before Wisconsin
achieved statehood. In 1848, when theterritory did
become a state, the Wisconsin state board of public
workstook over the project. River improvements would
aid the movement of goods and people through the Fox
Valley and create awater highway between the
Wisconsin River and Green Bay, ultimately connecting
Lake Michigan and the Mississippi River. Morgan L.
Martin was one of the biggest supporters of building
canas, locks, and dams on the Fox and Wisconsin
Rivers. Martin had come to Wisconsin from New Y ork

in 1827 and believed so strongly in the need for river improvements that he even donated money to support the
projects. In 1853, Martin hired a crew of 500 men and formed the Fox and Wisconsin Improvement Company.
Most of the canal builders were of German or Irish descent. Many settled in Kaukauna, which was platted in
1851. Construction slowed in 1855 due to alack of funds, but was finally completed from Lake Winnebago to
Green Bay in June of 1856. In that same month, the Aquila, asmall steam wheeler, navigated the entire
Wisconsin-Fox River system. It started out in Pittsburgh, sailed the Ohio to the Mississippi River, came up the
Mississippi to the Wisconsin and sailed the Wisconsin River to the Fix River which it navigated to Green Bay
and Lake Michigan. By 1857, 24 steamboats per week passed through Appleton. Railroads replaced canals as

the main transportation routes beginning in the 1860s.

Jones Park

We will now proceed to Jones Park. Jones Park is located in one of the
deepest of Appleton’s natural ravines. Several of these ravines were
filled in over time to prevent them from being used as garbage dumps
or to facilitate the expansion of the city. Thisravine was saved that fate
because it was donated to the City of Appleton by George C. Jonesin
1909 so that it could be developed into a park. Although the north part
of the ravine (that under Lawrence St.) was filled in during the 1920s,
the rest of the ravine was kept natural. The ravine is so deep that snow
used to remainin it long in to the summer, and Appleton’s youth would
gather there to have summer snowball fights.

Jones Park was one of the first parks to be devel oped specifically with a
sports purpose in mind — there were ice rinks and a ski jump for winter
recreation and baseball and playground facilities for the summer.
OCHS has some wonderful photos of the ski jump and ice rink in Jones
Park in the 1950s.
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Atlas Mill / Paper Discovery Center, 425 W. Water St.

The first building on this site was the Whorton

Brothers saw mill. However, as paper became the
“next big thing” for Fox Valley businessmen in the
1870s, many mills along the river changed functions
and started producing paper. In 1878, the four
founders of Kimberly-Clark and three Minnesota
businessmen started the Atlas Paper Company and built
apaper mill where the saw mill once stood.

According to an 1879 Appleton Daily Post newspaper,
the Atlas mill was “the largest establishment of the
kind in the West and there was none in the whole
country having a greater capacity . . . involving an
outlay of $125,000 . . .500 horsepower!” The mill
originally produced jute and wood manila papers. The

origina Atlas mill burned down in 1888, but was rebuilt 5 months later. In 1907, the Atlas Paper Company was
sold out to Kimberly-Clark. The Atlas mill then joined the Tioga, Vulcan and Tellulah mills as Appleton’s

Kimberly-Clark mills.

Courtney Woolen Mills, 301 E. Water St.

The Courtney Woolen Mill was built in 1880 by the Kelley family. They must have had a booming business,
for in 1871, there were 54 woolen millsin operation in Wisconsin and the state had more sheep than cows. The
three story mill operated under the name “North Side Wool Mill” and was powered by awater wheel. The
Courtney family purchased the mill in 1904 and still operates it today using some of the mill’s original carding

machinery.

Lawrence University Main Hall, 401 E. College Ave
Lawrence University played an important role in the founding of
Appleton. Eleazar Williams, a minister who had accompanied a
group of Oneida Indians from New Y ork to Wisconsin, wasin
debt and went to Boston to borrow money from Amos Lawrence,
awealthy easterner. Williams put up 5,000 acres of land that he
owned near DePere as security. Lawrence purchased the land
and turned it over to his son, Amos A. Lawrence, telling him to
“select people of ‘good character’ to settle there, after which he
would build aschool for them, a“collegein the woods.”” In
1846, the Reverend William Sampson of Green Bay received
word that awealthy Boston merchant was willing to provide
funds for aschool and pay its instructor for 10 years. Methodist
minister Reeder Smith was chosen to head a committee charged
with seeking a suitable location. Rather than the Williams land,
the committee selected a site in Appleton (the current location of
the YMCA) noting its beautiful scenery, accessibility, and the
potential for water power. Lawrence okayed the purchase of 149
acres from John F. Meade. Mead and his brother in law, George
W. Lawe each donated an additional 30 acres to the project.
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Lawrence put up $10,000 which was matched by the Methodist church. The University was chartered on
January 17, 1847 as the 2™ co-educational collegein America. Main Hall at 401 E. College is the oldest
existing building on the current campus; its cornerstone was laid in 1853.

Vulcan Hydroelectricity Station, at the Fox River Paper Mill off of Lawe St.

Thisbuilding is areplica of the second hydroel ectric power plant building operated in Appleton. Appleton’s
first hydroelectric station of 1882 was |located in a shed just west of the Kimberly-Clark Atlas Mill. It provided
power for the Telulah Mill (owned by H.J. Rogers) as well as for the H.J. Rogers residence (now Hearthstone)
using two Edison “K” dynamos. Though the first generator was successful, a new building was soon
constructed to house a second generator. This structure is the replica of that second building and islocated in
approximately the same location as the origina second station was.

Note: Aswe cross the College Ave. bridge, point out that under it is the site of the 4™ Appleton lock aswell as
the site of the second Richmond Brothers Paper Mill (the site of the first Richmond Brothers Mill was on the
north side of the river below Prospect Ave. — near Atlas Mill). The Richmond Brothers Mill was the first paper
mill in Appleton; it was established in 1853.

Telulah Park, 1300 E. Newberry St.
These gates mark the original entrance to Telulah Park.
Telulah Park has its beginnings when J.E. Harriman
and Welcome Hyde began to develop their lands on the
southeast side of town near the mineral springs known
as Telulah Springs. Harriman had come to Appleton in
the 1850s and over the years served as county judge,
Appleton mayor, alderman, city treasurer, and park
commissioner. He dabbled in real estate and was an
early promoter of the electric streetcar system.
Welcome Hyde was another wealthy pioneer who
bought and sold real estate and who would, in the early
1880s, purchase land from Lawrence University and
sell it to the City so that it might be devel oped into City
Park.
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According to legend, the sulphur springsin the park were named after a Fox Indian princess. Telulah was young
and beautiful. She had fallen in love with ayoung warrior, but her father, chief of the tribe, wanted her to marry
another man. To settle the matter, afoot race was held with the finish line at the mineral springs. There
Telulah sat and waited. When her father’s choice won, it is reported that Telulah sat at the springs and sobbed
and that she returned often to cry at this site.

In the 1870s, the water from the springs was thought to have curative properties. People came from many miles
around to drink the water or to bathe init. The park aso boasted a boat |anding and harness race track.

Though the spring lost its appeal for awhilein the 1900s, and the park became overgrown with weeds, the park
was re-dedicated in June 30, 1940, and became the site of the Jaycees annua 4™ of July celebration.

The locomotive steam engine was donated by John M. Balliet in 1959 “so that children would know what [one]
looked like.”

Buchanan Residence, 1005 Green Bay Rd.
This house was originally owned by Gus E. Buchanan, one
of the founders of the Appleton Wire Works. Gus, his
father William, brother John, and a brother-in-law Albert B.
Weissenborn, established the company in 1895 to weave
cloth of thin wire strands. The wire clothing was then used
on paper machines as a screen over which the pulp was
poured. John left the company in 1912 to establish hisown
wire weaving company in Canada. Appleton Wire Works
was reorganized and Weissenborn and Gus Buchanan ended
up with equal partnerships. Both Weissenborn and Gus
passed away in 1938 and Gus' son William E. Buchanan
became president of the company. Through patented
technological advances, Appleton Wire became the largest
wire-weaving company in the United States. In 1968,

Appleton Wire Works joined Albany Felt Company of Albany, New Y ork, to form Albany International .

Riverside Cemetery, 714 N. Owaissa St.

Appleton’s original pioneer cemetery was located where the
current Post-Crescent offices stand. However, late in the
1880s, a movement began to create a new cemetery site and
to transfer the remains of Appleton’s early pioneersto the
new location. Some well known early citizens were active
in this movement, including Sam Ryan, Jr., and Joseph E.
Harriman. They were successful in their campaign, and the
legidlature established Riverside Cemetery on May 14,
1871. Theremains of Appleton’s early pioneers were
removed to this new cemetery, with the last of the remains
being transferred in 1934.

The Rev. Thomas Orbison was the first to be buried in
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Riverside Cemetery. He was interred on November 10 of 1872. Several notable Appletonians are interred here,
including Carrie Morgan, Joseph E. Harriman, Theodore Conkey, and John F. Johnston.

Since its founding, Riverside Cemetery has undergone many changes, including the building of a Mausoleum,
expansions, and the construction of roads, walking paths, and bridges.

Alfred Galpin Residence, 726 E. College Ave.

The house was built in 1904

We will be passing 726 E. College Ave. on our right just after we turn
the corner. This house once belonged to Afred Galpin. Galpin was
an executive of the Commercial National Bank in Appleton. Inthe
1870s, he became fascinated by the new tel ephone technology, struck
up a correspondence with Alexander Graham Bell, and installed a
telephone in his home and one in his office (on the northwest corner
of College and Morrison streets.) Thiswas the first telephone service
in the state of Wisconsin. Next door to the bank was a drugstore
owned by L.N. Benoit. Taking Galpin’slead, Benoit soon
established a tel egphone connection with two local physicians. By
1878, Benoit had a switchboard serving 25 phones that operated
under the title Appleton Telephone Company. Upon Benoit’s death
in 1881, the predecessor of the Wisconsin Telephone Company
purchased the exchange.

The George Jones House/ LU President’sHouse,
229 N. Park Ave.

Currently the residence of the President of Lawrence
University, this house was originally the residence of
George C. Jones. Joneswas alawyer, real estate
mogul, and land devel oper who had extensive land
holdingsin the Fox Valley and Northern Michigan. As
you will recall, he donated the land for Jones Park to
the City of Appleton and was also instrumental in
establishing a public library for the City of Appleton.
Jones also gave money to start librariesin amost every
town in the country and was instrumental in erecting
the Soldiers Square monument that we will see later.

After the house served as the Jones residence, it had a
stint as agirls dormitory for Lawrence University.
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City Park

City Park isthe oldest park in the Appleton Park system. Lawrence University originally owned the land on
which it stands, but sold the tract along with several other acresto Welcome Hyde in 1879 to help meet
expenses. Hyde then offered the tract for sale to the City in 1882 and the City took over payments to Lawrence
University. When the finl payment was made in 1887, the City took official ownership of the land.

Over the years, the city has made improvements on the land, first adding a band stand and fountain (which no
longer stand). In the 1930s, the city constructed the first set of outdoor tennis courtsin City Park, and in 1952, a
shelter housing public restroom facilities was added.

Temple Zion, 320 N. Durkee St.

Hammel House, 417 N. Durkee St.

Rabbi Mayer Samuel Weiss, father of Ehrich Weiss, the boy would
become the great magician Houdini, came to Appleton in 1873 to
start anew life leading the Jewish congregation here. Rabbi Mayer
Weiss held his services on the second floor of 117-119 E. College
Ave. (the original Heckert Saloon). He participated in planning for
Temple Zion, Appleton’s first synagogue building, but was fired
prior to its construction. It is said that the entire community hel ped
build this synagogue, even if they weren't Jewish. A school house
also stands adjacent to the building.

Appleton’s Edna Ferber was a member of the congregation.

The building later became home to a Baptist church, and for several
years served as the headquarters for the Outagamie County
Historical Society’s History Workshop. It iscurrently owned and
being renovated by an organ maker. The Temple and school house
were added to the National Register of Historic Placesin 1978.

Though this building now serves as an apartment building, it was
originally asingle family house owned by David Hammel. Hammel was
an Appleton mayor who also owned a Livery and Stable. The Hammels
were friends of Edna Ferber’s family and she wrote of them in her
autobiography. It isrumored that President William Taft visited the
house on October 26, 1911, after speaking at Lawrence University. At
that time, the house was owned by E.A. Edmunds, a Republican banker.
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Edna Ferber’s 2" Residence, 216 E. North St.
Edna Ferber lived at this house, which has since been turned
into a duplex, while she was writing her second novel Dawn
O'Hara in 1909. The book was a story of a Milwaukee
newspaperwoman — alife with which Ferber was very familiar
having worked for the Milwaukee Journal — and was published
in1911. Ferber’sjournalism career began when she took ajob
asa“cub reporter” for the Appleton Evening Crescent.
Eventually, she became editor for Everybody' s Magazine and
wrote for American Magazine before striking off on her own as
anovelist and author of short stories. The house was built in
1895.

Post-Crescent Building, 306 W. Washington St.
The Post-Crescent Newspaper came into being in the early
1920s when the city’ s two competing newspapers, the
Appleton Post (a Republican newspaper) and the Appleton
Crescent (a Democratic newspaper) merged. This building
was built in 1932 on the site of the original pioneer
graveyard. Itisof the Art Deco style.

The Kamps Harness Shop, 207 W. College Ave.

207 W. College Ave. on our right originally served as a harness shop, as
evidenced by the horse head motif. The harness shop was owned by
brothers Gerhardt and Thomas Kamps. Gerhardt bought out his brother
and ran the business by himself. He was considered to be avery fine
leather crafter. To the east of the building was originally a vacant lot
where the horses were kept. Architect Charles Hove, who also designed
Temple Zion, designed this structure.
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The Appleton Post building, 203-205 W. College Ave.

On the facade of the building right next door to the Kamps harness
shop, you will notice two lion heads. The building was built with
the interests of one of its tenants — the Appleton Post newspaper —
in mind, and the lions' heads are said to represent the “roar of
truth.” The Appleton Post, Appleton’s third newspaper (after the
Appleton Crescent and the Volksfreund) rented the upper floor.
The Post was originally named the Appleton Motor and was
founded by George Miller and Alexander Reid to be a Republican
counter to the Democratic Crescent which was published by
Samuel Ryan. Thetwo rival papers merged in 1920.

Thelrving Zuelke Building, 103 W. College Ave.

Completed in 1931, thisis Appleton’sfirst sky scraper. It wasoriginaly a
seven story building, but an additional five stories were added in 1953.
Irving Zuelke was a banker, but hisreal love was music, and thisis reflected
in the interior design, where there is amusical note motif. The interior and
exterior are largely maintained in the original style.

The Phinney House, 229 S. Durkee St.
At the end of Durkee St., you will see abrick house with a Mansard style
roof. The house was built by James Phinney, a professor of mathematics
and natural science at Lawrence University. Phinney was one of the first
faculty members at Lawrence University. He aso owned adry goods store
and was elected the first clerk in the Village of Appleton in 1853 and the
city’ sfirst school superintendent in 1857. The houseis believed to have
been built around 1870 and isin very good shape.
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YMCA, 218 E. Lawrence St.
This building is Appleton’s second YMCA., and the original site
of Lawrence University. Thefirst YMCA building was erected
in 1914 and stood at the corner of Lawrence and Oneida Sts.

Soldiers Square Monument

Asweturn to the right at Morrison, look to your left and you will seethe
Soldiers’ Square monument at the end of the alley. This monument was
erected in 1911 to honor Appleton’s Civil War veterans. Mr. A.W. Priest,
one of the owners of the Hearthstone house, promoted the idea of the
monument. Well-known scul ptor Gaetano Trentanove (who a so scul pted
the Father Marquette statue in Mlwaukee and a statue of President William
McKinley in Washington D.C.) designed this scul pture.

Site of the Johnston Shanty, Corner of Johnston and Durkee Sts.
At the corner of Johnston and Durkee Sts. is the site of the first
home in Appleton proper. The John F. Johnston family, the first
white settlersin Appleton proper, chose this as the site for their
homestead in 1848. The Johnston family moved to Appleton from
Menashato open alodging house for workmen who were
constructing Lawrence University. Their house also served as a
hotel, hospital, church, Sunday School, post office, and social
center. According to legend, a house was later built around the
shanty. That house was torn down to make way for the “Big
Picture’ large format theatre.
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TheHistory Museum, 330 E. College Ave.
The final stop on our bus tour is The History Museum.
The museum is located in the 1924 Masonic Temple
Building. During the 1920s, membership for the
Masons was at its height and the organization boasted
approximately 1000 members. By the 1960s,
membership in the Waverly Lodge was declining. The
museum purchased the building in 1986.
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